Assessment, measurement and data collection tools.
The terms 'measurement' and 'assessment' are often used interchangeably, especially when referring to the tools used to collect information. This leads to unclear thinking, and often to poor selection of a 'measure' or 'assessment'. This editorial suggests that we should distinguish between the identification of the data needed for some purpose, the methods used to collect data, and the use made of (interpretation of) the data collected. This would focus more attention on the three most important questions to consider when collecting data, whether in day-to-day clinical practice or in research: Why should the data be collected? How should the data be collected? and How should the results be interpreted?